
 
Message of March 25, 2010 

 
“Dear children! Also today I desire to call you all to be strong in prayer and in the moments 
when trials attack you. Live your Christian vocation in joy and humility and witness to 
everyone. I am with you and I carry you all before my Son Jesus, and He will be your 
strength and support. Thank you for having responded to my call.” 
 
BE STRONG IN PRAYER AND IN MOMENTS WHEN TRIALS ATTACK YOU. 
This month’s message begins with Mary’s desire and exhortation, ‘I desire to call you all to be 
strong in prayer and in the moments when trials attack you.’ 
During this most Holy Week of the church’s year, this is a good time to fan into a flame the gift of 
prayer, to grow strong in the Lord with the strength of his might so as to remain firm, steadfast and 
faithful to the Lord. A test of faith is a test of love and we all need the love of Christ burning in our 
hearts so as to endure everything, especially every trial with patience. 
 
TRIALS A PRIVILEGE 
The apostle James has good advice and insight about the trials that come to us in life. ‘My 
brothers, you will always have your trials but, when they come, try to treat them as a happy 
privilege; you understand that your faith is only put to the test to make you patient, but patient too 
is to have its practical results so that you will become fully – developed, complete, with nothing 
missing. Happy the man who stands firm when trials come, he has proved himself, and will win 
the prize of life, the crown that the Lord has promised to those who love him. Jas 1:2-4,& 1:12. 
 
We can learn much from how the early church responded when Peter was put in prison or when 
they all where under attack. They lifted up their voices to God together and prayed, and as they 
prayed the house where they were assembled rocked; they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to proclaim the word of God boldly. Acts 4:31 
 
God often uses the trials and persecutions we undergo as a church so that through the power of his 
Spirit our hidden self may grow strong in the Lord. Eph 3:16 
What we are going through at present as a church is a time of pain, shame and humiliation. Pain 
and shame are the elements that make up the cross of Christ but we must always remember the 
love that inspired and motivated Jesus to undergo such humiliation and pain for our salvation and 
place ourselves, our own personal wounds and that of our brothers and sisters in the wounds of 
Jesus for mercy and healing. 
 
LIVE YOUR VOCATION IN JOY AND HUMILITY 
The church needs a new look NOT of shame and disgrace but one of radiance where joy is seen 
and felt. Our Blessed Mother invites each one of us to ‘live your Christian vocation in joy and 
humility and witness to everyone.’ 
Mary the humble servant of the Lord teaches us how to live our vocation in joy and humility. John 
the Baptist too is another witness who points to Jesus first disciples the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sins of the world. The same prophet found joy in giving way to Christ.  
Sin means that our will is not turned to God but the infusion of grace means our wills are turned 
back to God. But we cannot turn back to God without turning away from or detesting our sins. Let 
us once again rely upon the help of God’s grace.  
Grace is a great mystery of God’s love for us and leads us to Glory, to joy and eternal happiness in 
the kingdom of heaven.   



Let Mary carry us as Mother of the church, Let Mary Queen of Peace, guide our feet into the ways 
of peace and know the strength and support of her Son through her intercession for the church in 
these difficult times.  
God bless you. Fr Ciaran 
 


