
 

Reflection on the Message of July 25, 2000 

 

"Dear Children, Do not forget that you are here on earth on the way 

to eternity and that your home is in Heaven. That is why, little 

children, be open to God's love and leave egoism and sin. May your 

joy be only in discovering God in daily prayer. That is why, make 

good use of this time and pray, pray, pray; and God is near to you in 

prayer and through prayer. Thank you for having responded to my 

call."  

July 25, 2000 

 

I  greet  all  of  those  who  hear  and  who  are  trying  to  follow  Mary's  messages.  

First let us again look back to what Mary told us on the 19th Anniversary. In 

that short message she only once again reminded us of prayer. We all know 

that Mary mentions prayer more in her messages than she does anything else. 

There  is  no  message  in  which  she  does  not  mention  prayer.  The  goal  of  the  

apparitions is peace and therefore she introduced herself as the Queen of 

Peace, but she speaks the most of prayer because prayer - prayer meaning also 

Confession, Mass, Adoration, and fasting - is the main tool toward achieving 

true peace. When we encapsulate everything in a few points, then 

1)  Mary  wants  us  to  take  time.  When  one  does  not  take  the  time,  then  

everything else just falls into the water and has no meaning at all. Nothing can 

happen if we do not take time for prayer. If we constantly make excuses that 

we do not have time, then this is simply not the truth. We have the time. The 

key for having the time is  not the hours of  the day,  but is  love.  Whoever has 

love  also  has  time.  When one  asks  oneself  how much time  one  has  then  the  

answer for this is the evening program here in Medjugorje, and so about three 

hours.  Perhaps  at  home one  cannot  take  these  three  hours  in  a  row but  one  

most certainly can take some time in the morning, at noon and then again in 

the evening. This should sometimes include Holy Scripture or another 



 

religious book, and when one does this then three hours come together very 

easily. 

2) Mary wants us to pray individually, in our families and in prayer groups. All 

of this always begins with our own decision to pray. Even when no-one else on 

earth is  praying,  then we can always decide to pray and then begin to do so.  

Whoever begins to pray will certainly also experience that his family will 

eventually join them and that someone will then wish to start a prayer-group. 

It  is  often  easier  to  begin  or  to  find  a  prayer-group  than  it  is  to  have  one's  

family to join in, and this is because people who wish to pray come to prayer-

groups. There where someone decides to pray a Rosary or to read some Holy 

Scripture with someone who is sick or who is alone has, in so doing, already 

started a prayer-group. 

3) Mary wants us to change our motivation toward praying. This means that 

many people only pray when they need something and this is then pure 

egotism because such a pray never lasts long because when we do not get what 

we want we stop. When we do not get what we want we then are in danger of 

stopping  with  the  belief  that  God one  way  or  the  other  does  not  answer  our  

prayers. Mary said in one message: "Seek God not according to your needs but 

for His love." So, when the inner motivation for prayer comes from our love 

for  God  and  our  liking  to  be  with  Him,  when  we  love  being  with  Jesus  and  

Mary in joy, sorrow and glory in praying the Rosary, when we like hearing the 

word of God in Holy Scripture, when we like being with Jesus in the Eucharist, 

then the true motivation has been able to develop. Once this has happened 

then everything else can also happen and we then can also ask for and expect 

everything. Only when our love for God pushes us can we continue to pray and 

then also pray constantly. The fact that Mary prays with Mirjana on the 2nd of 

every month for non-believers -- this meaning for those people who have yet 

to experience God's love -- shows how one can solve the problem. She is 

praying for the experience of love and then, when one has received this love, 

one  can  also  begin  to  pray.  Mary  has  been  praying  for  this  beginning  in  the  

opening of our hearts and this is the reason why so many people have found 

their  way  to  prayer  here  in  Medjugorje.  This  beginning  comes  from  the  

experience of love. 



 

4) Mary has often said that we should pray with the heart. As soon as we pray 

out  of  love,  the  prayer  with  the  heart  begins,  but  for  us,  when we  are  at  the  

beginning, it is also important to know that the external aspect of this prayer 

with  the  heart  rests  in  our  hands  while  the  inner  aspect  does  not.  When we  

hear  Mary  calling  us  to  prayer  with  the  heart,  and  we  out  of  love,  and  even  

when  we  do  not  yet  know  how  to  pray,  decide  to  pray  the  Rosary,  read  the  

Bible and attend Holy Mass every day, then even if nothing at all is happening 

inside  us,  we  will  still  have  our  start  at  praying  with  the  heart.  When we  do  

this then the inner aspect of prayer with the heart can also begin to grow. This 

can easily be compared to the growth of a plant. If someone asks me when the 

flower will bloom, I must admit I do not know, but I did do everything needed 

externally  so  that  it  will  do  so.  I  prepared  the  ground,  planted  the  seed,  

brought  water  and  accompanied  the  plant  throughout  its  growth,  and  hope  

that she will one day open and carry wonderful blossoms. This is the way with 

our prayer with the heart. We can take care of the external needs but the inner 

aspect is a growth that only God can arrange. And we must really pray that we 

may experience love so that prayer, the way Mary has taught us here, can then 

also happen. Finally she wants nothing except that we have through her Son, 

Jesus  Christ,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  have  a  good  relationship  with  God  the  

Father. Mary also told us that those who pray have no fear of the future. When 

we begin to pray the way that Mary has called us and the way it has here been 

described in very short terms, then prayer will become an encounter with God 

--  God who created us,  Who loves us,  Who knows everything about us,  even 

when, as Jesus says, a small hair falls from our head, and when we have 

developed complete trust in the Father, then certainly all fears will also leave 

us. We will no longer be in a fearful condition because of our past because we 

know that God is merciful, and neither for our future because we give 

everything to Him. In this time when many people are really spreading much 

fear, so much more should we open ourselves to God and let Him free us of all 

fears, and then give us peace in which to live, and then to spread this peace, 

which only He can give us, to all the others. We may never forget that fear is 

nearly always the result of sin, either ones own sin or the sin of another or of 

our surroundings. If we now leave away pathological fear, then we can really 

say  that  through  prayer  we  can  be  freed  of  all  fears,  and  especially  in  the  



 

Sacraments of Confession and Holy Eucharist because it is in these 

Sacraments that God's loving presence is to be felt. And precisely the loving 

presence is the freeing presence from all fears. This is why Mary says: "I am 

with you and I  love you."  So,  whoever knows that  Mary is  with him and that  

she  loves  him also  has  but  one  more  reason  not  to  live  in  fear  but  rather  in  

peace and in joy, and may it also be this way. 

At the moment Ivan with his family and Vicka are here at home, while Marija 

is coming for the Youth Festival. These three are the ones that still have their 

daily apparitions while Mirjana, Jacov and Ivanka are also all here in 

Medjugorje  with  their  families.  As  always  one  can  say  that  they  are  living  a  

completely  normal  life.  Ivan  and  Vicka  are  the  ones  who  speak  with  the  

pilgrims the most. 

This  month,  since  the  19th Anniversary, we have had many pilgrims from all 

over the world, not in huge numbers but still from everywhere. Of particular 

mention is the Retreat for Priests in Mary's School where about 300 came 

from some 30 countries. Everything went well and the many Priests were very 

satisfied with the whole program. At the end a Declaration came out in which 

all the Priests said that they all wished to follow Mary as mother of the High 

Priest. It is certainly important that all the Priests who joined us had good 

experiences for their own lives but also in the lives of the pilgrims who were 

here  at  the  same  time.  In  the  Parish  we  also  had  a  Faith  Seminar  with  Fr.  

James and Sr. Margarita which about 600 people attended and then the last 

day was open and several thousand came for that. We know that many graces, 

including inner as well as external healings, were received. We are all very 

grateful  for  all  these  meetings  and  we  recommend  in  the  prayers  of  the  

pilgrims  especially  the  program  for  the  Priests  because  we  all  know  how  

important it is when the Priests open themselves completely and then accept 

Mary's  plans  which  are  simply  to  bring  all  of  us  to  Jesus  -  Jesus  who  is  the  

only one Who gives the world true peace. We are now preparing for the Youth 

Festival  and  I  recommend to  everyone  who reads  these  pages  to  pray  for  all  

who will be coming here with their inner needs and also for all those who will 

be  assisting  to  make  this  Prayer  Festival  a  great  period  of  graces.  As  far  as  



 

what  we  know we  are  expecting  a  good  number.  This  month  Mary  is  calling  

us... 

DO NOT FORGET THAT YOU ARE HERE ON EARTH ON THE WAY 

TO ETERNITY AND THAT YOUR HOME IS IN HEAVEN 

It  is  a  truth  of  our  lives  that  we  are  pilgrims  here  on  earth.  We  know  from  

where we have come. God has created us out of love and we also know where 

we  are  going  -  to  our  eternal  home.  This  life  here  on  earth  is  really  only  an  

introduction and a preparation for eternal life. That is why it is important for 

us to remain on this path, that we keep the right conditions on this path which 

is Jesus Christ, and the conditions are what He said about Himself: "I am the 

way, the truth, the light and life." Without light we cannot see, without truth 

we take wrong paths, and without the life that He gives, we are dead. For the 

path here on earth it is important that we retain inner freedom and that we do 

not  get  stuck  to  anything  or  anybody,  and  here  there  are  many  dangers  that  

people close themselves and then hang onto themselves or onto other people, 

other ideologies and the material. All this hinders the path toward our eternal 

home. When we remain really conscious that we are on this path, that our life 

here on earth will some day come to an end, and that death is only a 

transition,  then  it  will  be  much simpler  to  remain  on  the  right  path.  Then  it  

will become much easier to forgive, to love, to be merciful, to be good, because 

we  know that  everything  is  transitory,  but  when we  forget  this,  then  we  will  

lose ourselves somewhere. Everyone who hates, who is selfish, who is 

dependent has already lost himself and will not be able to keep going. That is 

why so many people today are really empty internally or sad or depressed and 

no  longer  can  find  the  purpose  of  life,  because  they  do  not  wish  to  take  the  

path that Jesus has shown us. When Mary asks us to fast and to fast with 

bread and water, she is trying to awaken us and make us conscious of and help 

us to cross that bridge, because over the centuries and throughout the history 

of  the  Church  it  was  always  the  pilgrims  who  over  weeks,  months  or  even  

years passed from town to town as pilgrims. Pilgrims are those who travel to 

places where God showed Himself and on these pilgrimages the people could 

only take food that lasted and that was bread and along with it also water. So 

when we hear that we are supposed to fast with bread and water for two days, 



 

then  we  may  deduce  from  this  that  Mary's  intention  is,  in  this  fashion,  to  

make us freer and so that we also behave like the pilgrims that we are. In this 

Jubilee Year and in all the years since the beginning of these apparitions, the 

Pope  has  often  spoken  about  all  of  us  being  pilgrims  and  then  called  all  

Christians to visit holy places and especially the Holy Land and Rome in this 

Jubilee  Year.  Mary,  as  the  one  who  comes  to  Medjugorje  every  day,  is  in  a  

manner  of  speaking  also  a  pilgrim  and  through  her  being  a  pilgrim  she  has  

also moved many people to knowingly become pilgrims and we must again be 

grateful for these 19 years and one month of her presence here and that many 

people by way of her presence have really accepted this way of the pilgrim 

because they have accepted the path of our faith. And we must really remain 

conscious that our eternal home is in Heaven. Then Mary says... 

THAT IS WHY ... BE OPEN TO GOD'S LOVE AND LEAVE EGOISM 

AND SIN 

If we really love God, and because of it then open ourselves to His love, then it 

is the love of God that will lead us on this path. And Mary is praying that the 

love of God may be experienced by all those who have not yet experienced it. 

While  those  who have  already  experienced  the  love  of  God  will  then,  due  to  

their yearning for Him, pray, fast and go to Holy Mass and Adoration out of 

love  and  purely  because  God  loves  us  and  then  we  will  of  course  seek  Him  

with  all  our  hearts.  When  we  hear  of  St.  Paul's  experiences,  he  says  that  he  

would like to die in order to be with Jesus but, if it is meant to be, he is also 

willing to continue to spread the message. He, of course, also had had special 

experiences and that is why he could write that the human eye cannot see, the 

human ear cannot hear and that the human heart can never comprehend what 

God has prepared for us in Heaven out of His love for us. Once we have been 

touched  by  God's  love  in  that  way,  we  will  certainly  untiringly  go  on  Mary's  

path to Jesus. Mary mentions egoism and sin in general that can hinder us on 

this  path  or  that  can  close  us  from God's  love.  Egoism is  to  be  closed  inside  

oneself,  to  depend  only  on  oneself  and  to  place  oneself  in  the  middle  of  

everything with one's own program, with one's own thoughts and will without 

wishing to accept God's plans for us. Every person who behaves egotistically 

has distanced and removed himself from the path and will therefore one day 



 

have to live in a dead-end, in a cul-de-sac, in darkness and finally in death. Sin 

itself distances us from people and from God and it is always the result of sin 

that  people remain alone.  And it  is  one of  the primary rules of  being human 

that people are never doing well when they are alone. So, God is Emmanuel, 

God with us, God who accompanies us, God who is constantly with us and 

therefore we should all be open to Him. Then May says... 

MAY YOUR JOY BE ONLY IN DISCOVERING GOD IN DAILY 

PRAYER 

When we meet someone who loves us, then we will be joyful, and joy is always 

connected with love. Joy is the fruit of the Holy Spirit and to discover God in 

our daily prayers is really a great assignment that Mary is presenting to us, but 

it is then also her great intention that we all ask God that He may give us the 

grace that we may encounter Him in our daily prayers with joy. Here we may 

also think of something that is to be found in love but that in a way may even 

sound as though it is a contradiction. When one loves then one really has two 

contradictory  feelings.  When  one  loves  someone  then  one  is  always  close  to  

them and this even when they are far from them physically -- in our feelings 

and in our heart we are with them and we can never have enough of that loved 

person; and that is why we also always find ourselves distant from them. Here 

we have the contradiction, we are close to them but we feel distant from them 

while we are distant from them, but still feel close to them. This we find 

especially among the Saints and the true mystics who always lived inside this 

tension that always pushed them forward. St. Paul also writes about this when 

he says that he was taken by Jesus Christ but always stretched himself forward 

in order to take Him. So if St. Paul is taken, then what else is he able to take? 

This is precisely the love that had taken him and that was so close to him; but 

because he always wished to come closer to it, he also always felt distant from 

it. For this grace we should also pray. Then at the end Mary says to us... 

THAT  IS  WHY,  MAKE  GOOD  USE  OF  THIS  TIME  AND  PRAY,  

PRAY, PRAY; AND GOD IS NEAR TO YOU IN PRAYER AND 

THROUGH PRAYER 

In Mary's messages we have constantly received calls to prayer and this three-

fold call is also not the first time. Mary is untiring with this call to prayer, and 



 

for this reason we should simply continue to pray so that we may accept 

prayer, to take time for prayer and constantly to turn toward God in prayer, so 

that we may feel His proximity in and through prayer. It is especially 

important  that  we  feel  this  presence  of  God  in  Confession  and  in  the  

Eucharist. We are at the height of summer and many people are on their 

holidays and it is here that we should be even more aware than otherwise that 

we  should  consciously  take  more  time  for  God.  And when we  do  so  we  may  

also not forget that this is a time for us. While I really wish everyone beautiful 

as  well  as  restful  days  during  their  holidays,  I  also  invite  all  of  you  to  again  

pray with us. . . 

Almighty and Eternal God, in the name of Your Son and with Mary, we wish to 

thank You for our lives.  We also thank You for our path while here on earth 

and ask You, give us the strength that we may stay on Your path, that we may 

accept Your Son,  Jesus,  as  our way,  our truth,  our light and our life,  that  we 

may find our way through all cloudiness, all problems and difficulties and that 

we may stride directly toward our eternal home. Give us the grace, that we 

may,  once  we  go  across  the  threshold  of  death,  come to  meet  Your  love  and  

Your  mercy,  and  that  we  may  reach  You  in  our  home.  Awaken  in  us  a  deep  

yearning  for  You,  O  Father,  and  for  Your  love.  With  Your  Holy  Spirit,  open  

wide  our  hearts  for  Your  love  and  in  the  name  of  Your  Son,  we  denounce  

egoism  and  sin  and  everything  else  which  hinders  us  from  our  path  to  You.  

Give us a deep yearning that we may constantly discover You in prayer and 

that it will develop as our joy to meet You as Father of Jesus Christ. Through 

the joy of Your love, free us of all sorrow, meaninglessness, sadness, 

depression and all other negative feelings, and give us the strength to forgive 

and to ask for forgiveness,  so that  we may remain loyally  on the path to You 

along with Mary. Give us all a renewed spirit of prayer, so that we may accept 

with joy and take seriously the three-fold call of Your humble servant, and 

then stay in prayer loyally. Bless, O Father, all those who are praying, so that 

they may meet You. Bless all those who no longer pray and have taken wrong 

paths  in  their  lives,  enlighten  them,  and  give  them  Your  love,  open  their  

hearts, so that they may return to Your love, so that they may return onto Your 

fatherly lap. We also ask You for our deceased who died in wars, violence and 

accidents,  so  they,  who  You  had  prepared  with  Your  Son,  may  come to  You.  



 

Mary, help us to remain loyal, so that we may some day live in peace and joy 

with you and all the Saints in Heaven. So may it be. Amen. 

Fr. Slavko, Medjugorje 

July 27, 2000 
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